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When the World Comes Down...

The All-American Rejects Just Jump On Their Scooters

If there’s a universal truth in the two-
wheeled world, it's the sense of freedom
and open possibilities that we experience
when we head out for a ride. That goes
double for members of one of the hardest-
working bands in modern rock ‘n’ roll, The
All-American Rejects. Their vehicles of
choice: scooters. And, as we discovered
when we talked to bassist/vocalist Tyson
Ritter and guitarist Nick Wheeler, scooters
actually played an important role in the
production of the band’s latest album,
When The World Comes Down.

Ritter: | got started with bikes when |
was a kid, on a little Honda Trail 70 that
my dad bought me back in the day. But
as a band, the whole scooter thing didn’t
start for us until we moved down to Florida
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Nick Wheeler, Tyson Ritter and Chris Gaylor
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to write our second record.

Wheeler: Yeah, we were going to all
go buy Vespas at the same time, but that
didn’t happen.

Ritter: Yeah, | actually wound up buying
a 1969 Vespa Sprint, old-school.

Wheeler: | went for a new Vespa. It’s
funny—when [ first learned to drive a
car, | never learned to drive stick, so |
have no idea of the concept of a manual
transmission. | liked the new one.

Ritter: Still, though, when we’d ride,
for the first two months, he’d have to stop
every four miles because | was fouling my
plug.

Wheeler: I’d be riding along and look
back, and it was like, “Where’d he go?”

Ritter: They’re great, though. Especially
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when we were writing the record, Nick
and | had a lot of getaway time that was
on a scooter. The record is called When
The World Comes Down for a reason.
And when our world seemed to get away
from us, we would get on the scooters
and get away. It'd really help to finish a
chorus or finish a verse. | used to run for
escape back in the day, but the scooter
has replaced that. | tell you: I'm at my
happiest that I've ever been—and that
includes playing rock ‘n’ roll—when I’'m on
a scooter.

Wheeler: We're so busy that scooters
are kind of our only escape. We're
fortunate enough to do this for a living—
play music and write music. But when
we were writing When The World Comes
Down, literally all we were doing was
writing music, and it started to feel like a
job. Then, when we were right on the cusp
of finishing, almost ready to go into the
studio, all four of us were down there and
we had scooters, and we’d just bug out. It

was awescme.
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